Native Administration in Practice : Historical Outline
The Turks broke down the Pung rule, and extended
their own over a much wider area. But they, like their
predecessors, made no attempt to enforce direct rule
beyond occasional punitive expeditions sent to deal with
a chief who was recalcitrant or failed to pay his taxes.
Of the " Mahdia," which overthrew the Turks, and
dominated the country till 1898, Sir Harold MacMichael
writes :—
et The period which followed was one of autocratic despotism,
terrorism and internecine conflict. The tribes disintegrated
between 1882 and 1898. Some sections joined the Dervishes,
others resisted them, all alike were decimated by continuous
punitive expeditions, savage quarrels, famine and disease. As a
natural consequence, the traditional authority of the sheikhs and
chiefs diminished to vanishing point and the patriarchal con-
ception of administration was replaced, in all but a few remote
districts, by militarism in its worst form. The tribal sheikh, as
such, gave way to, or himself became, the leader of a contingent
of freebooters instead of being the leader and arbiter of a peaceful
community.' *
The situation that faced the Government after the
reconquest was a complicated one. The large tribal
federations were in a poor way ; but a few, such as the
Kababish and Shukria, began rapidly to collect and
re-establish themselves under their hereditary tribal
leaders. The remainder seemed irrevocably broken up
and scattered ; and of their various sections some re-
turned to their ancestral lands, while others settled down
in new territories to which they had fled from the Der-
vishes, or were now flying from the new invasion. Lastly,
the relics of the Dervish armies, largely drawn from Darfur,
and -even further west, provided a new group of settlers,
mostly in those areas where they eventually capitulated.
As was to be expected, a number of leaders of small
local groups sprang up. The Government accepted these,
but tended to reject larger fusions. The reasons are
obvious. The military outlook dominated the situation,
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